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To me, that's not as healthy, be-
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trees as much as possible, regard
less of their economic position,”
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WEST-SIDE WOES

Seeking that environmental
fairness has become a major is
suc for the Healthy Environment
Alliance of Utah, better known as
HEAL Utah

The nonprofit advocacy group
started as a response to concerns
over radioactive waste in Tooele
County, west of the Salt Lake Val
ley — but more recently has been
working on the west side of Utah's

nior policy associate with HEAL
Utah. “They are actually working
as air and water purification sys-
tems for us.”

Planting trees “really helps en-
hance [park spaces] and create
more tree diversity in our urban
forests and more cooling shade,”
said Amy May. executive director

RICK EGAN

Pierpont Avenue, a neighborhood bordered by Interstates 80

of Tree Utah, which works to plant
in the state’s historically disadvan-

Salt Lake City’s west side,
though. instead of a dense tree can
opy. gigantic interstates, belching
railyards. an international airport
and an active power plant domi
nate the citvscape.

ir west-side neighborhoods
stand out for lacking proximity to
nature: Westpointe, Jordan Mead
ows, Fairpark and Poplar Grove.
Portions of each are rated “nature
deficient” by NatureQuant, rang.
ing in score from 6.3 10 18,

Not only does the west side have
an underdeveloped tree canopy.
but it also has few large parks. The
only green spaces of significance in
the census tracts that rated poor
Iy are Sherwood Park’s three grass
baseball fields and the thin ribbon
of the Jordan River and its adja
cent trail.

West-siders want natural spaces
in their neighborhood, sccording to
Dan Potts. a Poplar Grove residen
and board member of the nonprof
it Salt Lake Fish and Game Foun.
dation

Potts pointed to a 2020 Envision
Utah survey of people who use the
Jordan River Trail as evidence that
sople want to see more biodiver-
sity and open space along the riv.
er. More than 75% of respondents

FRANCISCO KIOLSETH

Fitts Park at 3050 S. 500 East in South Sakt Lake is a “Tittle green hung” in a diverse municipality, says Sharen Hauri, the city's director of neighborhoods.

said they wanted to see more nat-
ural lands by the river.

They don't care about identify-
ing hirds” Potts said. “They just
want to get someplace where they
can decompress

Decompressing can be hard
when the built environment is hos
tile to nture and outdoor activity.
NatureQuant also includes air pol
lution data in its rating system and
uses satellite imagery to evaluate
the built environment around an
address. So. the concref
trailer trucks of 1-80, 1-
that ring the west side drive down
the scores

Proximity to the interstates,

and the pollution that they bring,
is also a factor in people’s physical
alth — asthma rates are much
higher on the west side, for exam-
ple — but the: s0 “a mental
health oc onent.” said Hall from
HEAL Utah. “Just seeing the phys
ical barriers, seeing the freeway as
the thing that’s next to your school
or your home rather than a tree
canopy ... tells you over and over
that you are living in a community
that has not been invested in, not
ame way the east side has
ested in.” Hall said.
Iy southwest of Salt Lake
City’s west side lies West Valley
City, Utah's second-largest mu-
nicipality — where freew i
vide neighborhoods and the
facturing industry remains a large
part of the economy

Here, the worst-off neighbor-
hoods by score are adjacent to the
city’s major thoroughfares, espe-
cially I-215, State Route 201 and
Bangerter Highway. They're also
concentrated in the older, castern
part of the city.

Steve Pastorik, West Valley
City’s community development di-
rector. said he was “not surprised™
that those older neighborhoods
have lower access to green space

be it’s hard 1o Jocate and
build new parks there

“West Valley is approximately
90% built out,” Pastorik said. “And
50, there are areas where it 's pret
ty challenging, in that there's just
not vacant land left. Now, we do
have vacant land in the city — but
in some established neghborhoods
that may be lacking a park, the op-
portunities to acquire just vacant
land are very limited ™
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